
 

 

IH Microbiology Jul 2022  MB 0135.01 
 

A printed copy of this document may not be the most current version.  The most current version is available in SoftTech. 
     

 

                   Laboratory Service 
IH Laboratory Ordering Instructions for C. difficile and Infectious Diarrhea Panel Molecular Testing - Outpatients 

 

Three or more loose stools within 24 hours, which is more 
than baseline, and that cannot be attributed to another 

cause (eg: laxatives, pre-existing medical condition)?

Collect stool in 1 sterile pink top container for C. difficile testing

Select C. difficile testing on the IH requisition:

Collect stool in 1 Copan FecalSwab for the Infectious Diarrhea Panel molecular 
test, which includes C. difficile, bacterial, viral and parasitic pathogens

OR

Select one of the following on the IH requisition to order 
Stool bacteria/parasite/virus molecular panel:

OR

OR

C. difficile infection 
strongly suspected*?

YES

YES NO
Testing not generally recommended unless 

most responsible provider has strong clinical 
impression about need for testing

NO

*C. difficile risk factors may include:
- Overnight hospital stay within past 3 months
- Residing at a Long term care facility
- Antibiotic use within past 3 months
- History of C. difficile
- Age > 65 years

 


