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Gl Pathogen Ordering Job Aid - Inpatient wards and long term care

Patients admitted to acute or long term

care faciltities
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Three or more loose stools within 24 hours, which is
more than baseline, and that cannot be attributed to
another cause (eg: laxatives, pre-existing medical

condition)?

C. difficile infection

Order dedicated
C. difficile testing:
Stool- C. difficile Toxin

Collect stool in
sterile pink top
container
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Is patient having vomiting
and diarrhea?
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admitted for >3 days?
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Is patient having vomiting £
diarrhea, suspected to be caused by
infection (eg: Norovirus), that cannot

be attributed to another cause?
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Order Gl Pathogen Panel:

Stool bacterial/parasite/virus

(includes C. difficile testing)

Order: Virus GI- Inpatient/
Outbreak

Order: Virus Gl- Inpatient/
Outbreak

Order dedicated
C. difficile testing:
Stool- C. difficile Toxin
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Collect stool in 1 Copan
FecalSwab
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Monitor patient closely
and reassess need for
testing as required

*C. difficile risk factors may include:
- Overnight hospital stay within past 3 months
- Residing at a Long term care facility
- Antibiotic use within past 3 months
- History of C. difficile
- Age > 65 years




